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UPCOMING EVENT

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Power of More
Business After Hours
Wednesday, April 22, 2015
5:00pm - 7:00pm
Buffalo Wild Wings
3011 Westgate Mall
Fairview Park

Avon Vision Centre
Dr. Jeffrey Oberg
37500 Harvest Ave.
Avon, OH 44011
440-934-2710
www.avonvisioncentre.com

Oberlin Golf Club Company
Sharon Sprouse
200 Pyle Rd.
Oberlin, OH 44074
440-774-1891
www.oberlingc.com

Common Sense Defense
Molly Tyson
PO Box 1084
Amherst, OH 44001
440-309-5115

Southeast Security Corp.
Spiro Ristofski
1385 Wolf Creek Trail
Sharon Center, OH 44274
330-239-4600
www.southeastsecurity.com

No cost to attend.

www.common-sense-defense.com

No RSVP is required.

GPHomestay
The Cambridge Institute
Xiaoqi (Carmen) Yu
1968 Green Rd.
Cleveland, OH 44121
786-548-0468
www.gphomestay.com

Enjoy complimentary appetizers
and a cash bar.

Taylor Rental
Alex Boccabella
37360 French Creek Rd.
Avon, OH 44011
440-934-3736
www.taylorrentalavon.com

(See page 2 for more events)
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President’s Letter

Upcoming Chamber Events

To Our Members:

Networking Luncheon

Congratulations to all of you
for making our North Coast
Chamber events some of the
top networking events in the
area. The March Mayors’
lunch had nearly 200 attendees. A very special thanks to
Billy Hricovec and his staff at
Tom’s Country Place for serving a delicious lunch.

Wednesday, May 13, 2015
11:30am - 1:00pm

Mark your calendar for an upcoming Power of More
Business After Hours on Wednesday, April 22nd from
5:00pm-7:00pm at Buffalo Wild Wings in Fairview Park.
Also, please make your reservation soon for the
May 13th luncheon at Fratello’s Restaurant. Our special
guest speaker is Bob DiBiasio, VP of Public Relations for
the Cleveland Indians. Seating is limited and this lunch
will sell out. Don’t get closed out--call 440-933-9311 or
email sharon@northcoastchamber.com to make your
reservation.
There will be a Power of More Business After Hours
on Wednesday, May 20th from 5:00pm-7:00pm at the
Irish American Club in Olmsted Township. The Olmsted
Chamber will be our host for this event. There is no
cost to attend this event and no reservation is required.
Be sure to make your reservation soon for the 25th
Annual Golf Outing on Friday, June 5th at Sweetbriar
Golf Course. Shotgun start is 10:30am and we will be
playing the Legacy Course. We are limited to 144 golfers for this event. If you are planning to participate and
have not yet registered, please do so soon. We also
have several sponsorships available. For registration
and sponsorship information, please see pages 5 & 6 of
this newsletter.
I can’t express enough the value of attending these
networking events. You will be sure to meet many contacts and have a great time, too!
Please feel free to call the office at 440-933-9311 or
email sharon@northcoastchamber.com if you have any
questions about these events.
I look forward to seeing you soon!
Best Regards,
Ray Gilles, Ray’s Auto & Truck Service
North Coast Chamber President

Fratello’s Restaurant
32085 Electric Blvd.
Avon Lake, OH 44012
Speaker: Bob DiBiasio, Senior VP Public Affairs
Cleveland Indians
Cost is $20 per person at the door
with cash, check or Visa/MC.
An RSVP is required to attend.
Please email sharon@northcoastchamber.com
or call 440-933-9311.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Power of More
Business After Hours
Wednesday, May 20, 2015
5:00pm - 7:00pm
Irish American Club
8559 Jennings Rd.
Olmsted Township, OH 44138
No cost to attend.
No RSVP is required.
Enjoy complimentary appetizers and a cash bar.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Power of More
Golf Outing
Friday, June 5, 2015
Shotgun Start: 10:30am
Sweetbriar Golf Course
750 Jaycox Rd.
Avon Lake, OH 44012
For registration and sponsorship information
please see pages 5 & 6 of this newsletter.
All foursomes will be entered into a
drawing to win $1,000.00 just for participating!
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New Member Spotlight
Building Stronger Families®
College Nannies and Tutors builds stronger
families by providing role models through full-service childcare
solutions and customized tutoring for college bound students.
From the time their children are small until they send them off
to college, families can count on our educated role models to
help them run more smoothly and effectively. Whether you
need the assistance of a part or full-time nanny, a professional
babysitter for a night out or a qualified tutor to get your child
through Calculus or prepare for the ACT or SAT tests, we can
help!

Mr. Keeley has since won the prestigious Entrepreneur of the Year award from Ernst & Young and
appointed by Governor Mark Dayton to the Minnesota Commission on National and Community Service. His entrepreneurial spirit continues to move the company forward by pioneering ways to use technology to provide better service to the
families we serve.

Cleveland’s West Shore Suburbs
Andy Johnson is a long time west-sider and operates a successful IT consulting and integration firm he founded over 20
years ago. In 2014, he became aware of the opportunity to bring
College Nannies and Tutors to Cleveland’s West Side.

Robin Dackman

Company History
College Nannies and Tutors began in the summer of 2000 when
then business school student and college entrepreneur Joseph Keeley
took a job as a nanny caring for children in Edina, Minnesota. During his
time as a "manny," Keeley realized that he was much more than a babysitter; he was, in fact, an "active role model" for the children. He also
recognized a need for a unique and specialized service that connected
parents with safe and reliable nannies and tutors or role models. He
found these role models in current college students, college graduates
and certified teachers looking to make a positive difference working with
children and adolescents; he pioneered an efficient way to match the
families' needs with reliable resources and a business was born.
Incorporated in 2001, the College Nannies and Tutors organization
expands on Keeley's initial award-winning business to become the nation's most complete full-service nanny and tutor resource. Through oneon-one role model focused programs, College Nannies and Tutors employs nannies you can trust, babysitters who show up, tutors who will
help your student succeed and test prep coaches that will help your
student get into the college of their choice. It is a commitment to families
and employees that distinguishes College Nannies and Tutors today.

Power of More Sponsors

“I did my diligence on the company and was inspired with the mission and passion Joe Keeley brings to this business,” said Andy. “I became convinced that no one in Cleveland or Northeast Ohio offers these
services in the manner College Nannies and Tutors does.”
“As a company, CNT lives out its values of Leave It Better, Can-do
Attitudes and Growth + Results Driven in everything they do and we look
for each of these traits before inviting a candidate to be a role model. ”
Johnson’s first order of business was to recruit a talented General
Manager to oversee the day-to-day operations. Through an extensive
process, Andy recruited Robin Dackman to fill this role. Robin hales from
Austin, Texas where she founded and operated her own cosmetics company for many years prior to signing on with College Nannies and Tutors
West Shore.

College Nannies & Tutors
25935 Detroit Rd., #140
Westlake, OH 44145
440-793-7770
www.collegenanniesandtutors.com

Spotlight Opportunity
All members of the North Coast Chamber of
Commerce are welcome to have their business “spotlighted” in our newsletter.
If you would like to have your business
featured in one of our newsletters, please
email sharon@northcoastchamber.com. This
is a great opportunity to let the chamber
members know more about your business or
organization.
This is just one of the many chamber
benefits that is provided at no charge. Please
note that we only spotlight one member per
issue so don’t let this opportunity pass you
by. Contact Sharon today!
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Annual Mayors’ Lunch a Huge Success
Reprinted with permission by Kaylee Remington, Lorain
Morning Journal
When four Lorain County mayors reunited for the 18th
annual mayors luncheon hosted by North Coast Chamber
of Commerce, it seemed more like a celebrity roast. The
speeches by Avon’s Bryan Jensen, Avon Lake’s Greg Zilka,
Sheffield Lake’s Dennis Bring and Sheffield Village’s John
Hunter discussed the state of their cities, but included
heartwarming stories and, of course, a few pokes at each
other.

Sheffield Lake
Bring said there have been some blessings for the
city with the passing of a half percent income tax, but there
has been a lot of stress the last few years. Sheffield Lake
is moving forward, he said.
The Police Department purchased two new Ford
Explorers as well as other things. “We got new radios, new
vests, new Tasers, new computers,” Bring said. “We have
new cameras in our Police Department and we are watching everyone out there making sure they are doing everything they are supposed to do.”

From L-R: Sheffield Village Mayor John Hunter; Avon Mayor
Avon
Bryan Jensen; Avon Lake Mayor Greg Zilka; and Sheffield
Jensen stated that Avon is a young and prosperous
The fire chief also got a new Ford Explorer and new
Lake Mayor Dennis Bring
(Photo by: Kaylee Remington)
area and is doing well. “My commitment is always going to
gas detectors were put in for the department. The city is
be to the city of Avon,” he said. There are a few things that will be coming up,
looking to purchase more equipment and get more man power in the service
including a revamp of the city’s website. “(Former) Mayor (Jim) Smith always
department, he said. “Manpower has been a sore spot with us right now,” Bring
used the flip phone,” he joked. “This new website will not be usable with the flip
said. “The guys have been working, you know, 18 hours, 16 hours a day, and it’s
phone.”
been very tough on everybody over there.”

Companies are building all over the city. “We’ve built some great partnerships with a lot of companies,” Jensen said. There are times when some might
want to sit back and enjoy what Avon is doing, he said. But, he added that there
are three reasons why he can’t sit back: former Mayor Smith, his father and Avon
residents.

The building department may possibly be privatized in the future, Bring also
reported, stating that it will save the city money and bring it more staffing.
The parks recently had a bike path extension and runs through the whole city.
“And I know that Avon Lake is shooting the deer, but we’re walking along and
actually feeding the deer,” he joked.

“For 20 years of service, he (Smith) laid the groundwork for me, he laid the
foundation for what we had,” Jensen said. “He gave up some of the life with his
family, battled cancer. But throughout all the obstacles, he never gave up on the
city of Avon.” The residents have made their commitment to the city stronger
than ever, he said. “If you find a job you love, and do it, you’ll never have to work
another day in your life,” the mayor said, adding that he hasn’t worked a
day since taking office.

The city is looking at installing new water meters, continuing to pave side
streets and will buy a new plow truck.

On a funnier note, he told the audience that Avon won a football contest
against Avon Lake and made Avon Lake Mayor Greg Zilka wear an Avon jersey.
“And I gave him that jersey and he never returned it,” he joked, which, Zilka gave
back later.
Avon Lake
Zilka briefed the audience on the success of his city, with it being the best
suburb in the greater Cleveland area and the fourth safest. But, he said that’s
because of the people in the city who do an outstanding job. The mayor joked
that there were six eagles sitting on a jagged piece of ice in Lake Erie and poked
at Jensen. “I just find it interesting those eagles choose Avon ... Lake and not
Avon,” Zilka said.
The city has done well, partially because of the Public Works Department,
which maintains 96 miles of roads, over 15 miles of bicycle trails and 89 miles of
storm sewers. “And we all know that water, storm water especially, does not
know any boundaries, and we’re trying to work with the city of Avon to work
things out,” Zilka said.
The Fire Department saw a seven percent increase in calls in 2014, he
reported. The city also has new chest compressors in ambulances used for cardiac arrest and maintains training for things like S.W.A.T in the Police Department.
Zilka didn’t think the deer problem would be brought up so much, but he
brought statistics that showed the increase of deer carcasses picked up through
the years: 32 in 2011, 48 in 2012, 89 in 2013 and 109 in 2014. “There’s a trend
there,” he said. “We still have people feeding deer, that’s the biggest problem.”

Sheffield Village
Hunter recognized his 46 full time employees stating that they have done a
fantastic job for the Village.
Sheffield Village has brought $15 million in grants in the last seven years,
he said, adding that it brought in $1.2 million in 2014. “This didn’t happen by
accident, it happened by great work by our Lorain County commissioners Ted
Kalo, Lori Kokoski and Matt Lundy,” Hunter said. He also recognized many
employees on the county level who helped the community by being team players.
In 2014, the village brought in 16 new businesses and lost two. There will
be 11 new businesses coming to the village this year, Hunter said.
He also noted that he and the three other mayors have worked together on
several issues. “I’m working with some of the greatest mayors,” Hunter said.
Jensen, he said, brings business ideas and helps Sheffield Village. Jensen
stated during his speech that he and Hunter get breakfast every once in a while.
“And yeah, I may have out-negotiated (Jensen) in paying for most of the meals,”
he said, Zilka has helped Hunter work through standard issues and to not lose
track of the issue at hand. And he works with Bring because they share a school
system that is expecting a new one.
Hunter admitted that he did in fact lose a recent fundraiser basketball game
against Sheffield Lake, but said that funds will go toward the schools.
“How many of you would like to go to school, and think back to your high school
days, without football, without basketball, without track, without marching band,
without a choir,” he said.
“This is what the school system is faced with. We have great students, we
have great teachers that have been recognized nationally.”
Primrose School of Avon and CommStar Community Star Credit Union
sponsored the event.
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This advertising space available.
Please contact Sharon at
440-933-9311 or
email sharon@northcoastchamber.com.
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